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  United States Program 

 Philippine Program 

 Recently the Intercountry Adoption Board (ICAB) in the Philippines has sent a number of 
profiles of children, for whom they are hoping to find families. These children vary in ages and 
have a variety of special needs.  If you would like further information on the ñChildren for 
Special Home Findingò please contact our Intercountry Social Worker; Eve Pohl at 

eve@hopeadopt.org.  

As of May 1, 2009 the Philippines has put a moratorium on accepting applications from 
parents who want to adopt children 0-2 years of age, with or without medical/developmental 
concerns.  This moratorium is due to the large number of unmatched approved adoption 
applications of Prospective Adoptive Parents in that age category.  ICAB has stated that it will 
resume accepting new applications in this category, after it has processed at least 50% of the 

existing families in their current list.  

 

           We at Hope would like to extend a warm welcome and CONGRATULATIONS to Janet 
and her new little girl; 5 year old Victoria. Janet has been on quite the journey; it took her 7 
years, 5 dossiers,  3 attempts and 5 trips to Kazakhstan to finally bring Victoria home.  Recently, 
Janet shared with me; ñMy daughter came with the name Victoria, so it is a very appropriate 
name and we call her 'Vika' for short. ñ  Janet has also allowed us to share with you, a touching 
email that she sent to us while in Kazakhstan.   I hope you all enjoy seeing the world through 
Vikaôs eyes! 

 
 

 

Spotlight on Vika  

and balloons. Then we drove out to the orphanage for the last time. The Orphanage Director 
welcomed me warmly.  When the children woke up from their naps, we went into their room and 
began the party. Vika was not there and I assumed that the workers were getting her dressed for 
me, so I started to pack the rest of Vikaôs clothes, only to be nudged by Ira to tell me that Vika 
was standing right in front of me ï waiting!! (I think she was a bit upset that I hadnôt noticed her 
and had blown our óbig reunionô moment!) 

  After lots of hugs, the party started. The worker heaped much cake and sweets in front of 
the children. I think that Vika was confused about the day, and understandably nervous. She 
hadnôt seen me for weeks, and back then she was still in the hospital. I think she was also really 
apprehensive about leaving the orphanage and wondering what she was about to go intoï canôt 
say that I blame her!! But then, once I took her off to get dressed in her new clothes......she 
brightened up! She was most delighted when she saw her beautiful new jacket (which was 
donated by Joanne from Craigs List - thank you!), and then she was ready to get going!! She 
kissed all of the children one by one goodbye, and gave the teacher a big hug.   

 We hung out in the orphanage foyer for a while taking official photos. Then, we all had to 
sit down for a few moments together (Kazakh custom to ensure a safe journey.) We then left the 
orphanage for the last time. I had the feeling of getting out of jail. Even though all of the workers 
are very sweet and kind, it is a confinement. I certainly feel like Iôve done my time (along with 
Sahara of course who has been in for the long haul with me), - 7 years in total. 

  Coming back in the car, I could tell that Vika was excited. She especially loves this new 
jacket, with its pockets and zips.  I caught her a few times just staring at me, side on. My concern 
was that she might think that we were going back to the hospital, but the translator had 
explained everything to her......about our big trip to come. We finally arrived at the apartment.  

 Coming from the orphanage, everything has to have a place. She takes her boots off and 
puts them in the cupboard. Then she takes her slippers out of the cupboard and puts them on 
her feet. Then she closes the cupboard door. And she was at my elbow ready to help me to 
make the dinner. The most delightful thing about Vika at the moment, is that everything is new to 
her. A *flushing toilet* and *running water*. She spent an hour changing channels on the TV with 
the remote. And she turns lights on off, on off. Anything that she can open and close. 

  Then we got dressed and went out to try to buy her a toy phone.  She packed her toys in 
her backpack and put it on, because she clearly thought we were going on the plane. 
Communication is sketchy naturally. So she just follows my lead. It is such a privilege to have a 
childôs utmost trust. We went out and it was starting to get dark, the shops close at 7pm here. 

  Then, it really hit me what Vika was, is, going through. She hasnôt been out after dark for 
the longest time. Everything is new. The amount of people......the amount of *big* busy 
people.....and Vika was hesitating, and soaking it all in. The movement, the traffic, the squealing 
of bus brakes, just even seeing a bus.....with doors that open and people on it. And the red and 
green bright traffic lights......and bright neon shop signs in all colours, and walking on the icey 
sidewalk, and again being surrounded by people that tower over you, suddenly feeling very very 
small in a big exciting outside world. She was walking very slowly acclimatizing herself to this  

By Janet Brown 
 

 It was hard to sleep last night. I had the feeling like I 
was getting married in the morning! I stayed up carefully 
wrapping the second round of gifts (smaller this time) for the 
orphanage workers. I was also up early.....and out changing 
money and getting photos of Vika printed for the workers.  I 
prepared a photo of Vika and put it into a little heart key ring 
that I brought with me ready to give to Vikaôs favourite teacher 
there, Nadi.  

 Ira (the translator) and I went at noon to buy the food 
and stuff for the childrenôs party; cake, chocolates, fruit, yogurts  

new world. Then we went into the shopping centre, where 
I steered her away from the main crowd and we went 
upstairs on the escalator to find a toy shop. An 
ESCALATOR!! Her first time experience! Adopting a child 
of this age is just a JOY seeing her eyes open to all of 
these new sights and experiences. She is in awe of 
everything around her. Like a 4 year old baby. She 
seriously could not stop smiling and laughing.....and 
singing! I said óMoi cressiva princesa Vikaô (my pretty 
princess Vika) and she replied óMoi Mamaô. 

  Itôs the middle of the night now, and I canôt wait for 
the sun to come up just so we can walk around in the 
SPONTANEOUS FREEDOM of it all seeing the world 
through her eyes. Maybe we will go on a bus down to the 
frozen lake, just for the fun of it...and RUN ON THE 
BEACH!! And maybe later we'll buy a hamburger!! 

  Every day is a jolly-holiday at this time!! 

 

ETHIOPIA ADOPTION PROGRAM UPDATE 
 

 On July 14, 2009, our partnering agency for the Ethiopia program, Imagine Adoption, 
declared bankruptcy. This was a very unfortunate and heartbreaking occurrence for the many 
families impacted.  Angie, our intercountry worker for Ethiopia had just traveled to Ethiopia in 
March and had experienced an adoption program of excellence.  The children were loved and 
deeply cared for. It was evident that the standard of care they received was outstanding.  When 
the bankruptcy was announced, both Angie and our agency shared in the tremendous grief of this 
situation. We prayed at our staff meetings for the protection and well-being of these precious 
children as well as  a future plan to unfold for our waiting families. This has been a very difficult 
journey for many and it has been our desire in the midst of very trying circumstances to journey 
alongside people with heart-felt support and  encouragement. 

  We are happy to announce that a re-structuring plan for Imagine Adoption has been 
formulated and has passed the initial stages of approval by all involved creditors. Such a plan will 
facilitate the completion of adoptions already in process, under the direction of new management 
and procedures.  Approval of this plan required a majority vote by creditors, which was achieved 
on September 21, 2009.  On Tuesday September 29, 2009, the re-structuring proposal was 
presented before the court and then went on to the Ministry of Ontario.  Upon final approval, 
 operations of the re-structured adoption agency are due to commence by  early November, 2009. 
Timelines for adoption completions have been estimated to be up to 36 months, although this 
process may shorten, depending on the fluidity of the proposed program.  Also, adoptive parents 
are in various stages of the process and this will have the most bearing on individual length of 
process.  

 If the proposal is implemented, it is anticipated that new applications for the Ethiopia 
program may be considered by the summer of 2011 or earlier.  Exact timelines will be determined 
by the processing of current outstanding files and the ongoing review of the viability of re-
structured operations.  For current updates please go to the Imagine adoption website at: 
www.imagineadoption.ca or www.familieswithhope.org If you have any further questions or 
concerns, you may contact Angie Appenheimer at angie@hopeadopt.org   

   Travel Tips 

 Menno Travel Raptim is the worldôs leading travel supplier for non-profit organizations 
committed to humanitarian efforts.  We were very excited to learn that international adoption is now 
included in this category.  We are partnering with Menno Travel, offering adoptive parents many 
benefits not otherwise available through conventional travel agents. Such benefits include: lower 
than posted rates, flexible schedules, no fee flight changes, 3rd piece of luggage on certain carriers, 
lower cancellation insurance, no deposits on booking, and many more.  For more information, 
please contact:  Irene Adkin at 1-800-667-5559 or Irene@mennotvl.com    Menno Travelôs website 
is: www.mennotvl.com 

  Haiti  Program 

 We are pleased to announce that Haiti is now accepting adoptive applicants with biological 
children.  In January 2009, Haiti  announced that they would go back to their 1974 law stating that 
adoptive parents could not apply if they had any biological children.  Any exceptions would be on a 
case to case basis, with the further need for Presidential dispensation.  At present, we have more 
than one Haitian agency that is open to take parents with up to 2 biological kids, and yet another 
agency that is accepting of 3.  These adoptions have moved through the Haitian process without 
incident with the continued requirement of Presidential exemption. This is very good news for the 
Haiti program. It is important to note that some, but not all Haitian agencies require adoptive parents 
to make 2 trips to Haiti. Many are perplexed by the many changes and unpredictability of the Haitian 
program, especially since the need in Haiti is so immense.  However, we cannot always understand 
the cultural and political foundations for such fluctuations.  We are simply called to become aware, 
gain knowledge, follow where our hearts lead and trust God to walk along in that journey. 

 We happily announce the June arrival of Allayna; 
Darwin and Angelaôs newest addition to their family.  She 
was born in Memphis, TN and the entire family including 
big brothers Aidan and Addison, traveled to Tennessee 
to pick her up! ñWe had all waited so long we were 
overwhelmed to finally hold her.ò 

 

 

Spotlight on Neven  

Hurray! Karl and 
Sonya have been 
blessed with a baby 
boy ï Neven!  He is 
a big brother to 
sister Anna and we 
celebrate his recent 
arrival into their 
family. ñWords can 
not easily describe 
the journey we have 
had with Neven.  We 
thank God that when 
other doors closed, 
He saw fit to open 
up the door that 
brought Neven into 
our lives.  Neven's 
first & middle name 
combined (Neven 
Zachary) thus mean, 
"Holy" & "God 
R e m e m b e r e d " , 
because when we 
were at our lowest, 
God saw fit to 
remember us.  We 
thank Hope for being 
a part of that 
journey, and the 
door that brought 
Neven to us.ò                    

 After 3 long weeks in the NICU, 
Brian and Jeanette are thrilled to have 
their little girl Laesa home.  Brenna 
waited patiently and excitedly for her 
baby sister to arrive home safely and we 
at Hope are very thankful that God 
protected and watched over this family 
during this time.  Welcome Home! 

 
 

Spotlight on Laesa  

 

 Congrats to first time parents - Brian & Shannon!  We are pleased to announce the addition 
of Noah to their family.  He was born May 5th in Boca Raton, FL and joined their family 2 days later. 
ñHe is the sweetest, happiest little boy. We are so blessed to have him in our lives. ñ   

 

Spotlight on Noah  

 
Spotlight on Allayna & 

Big Brothers Aidan & Addison 

 

 Thailand Program 

 
 

Spotlight on Nate & 
Big Brother Jack 

 Congratulations to Daow and her new 
forever family; Andy, Jolie, Chanida and Sam! 
Everyone is happy to have her home with them at 
last!  ñDaow is a sweet and treasured addition to 
our family.  Her name means "star" in Thai and 
we think it suits her perfectly!"  

 
 

Spotlight on Daow 

 China  Program 
 The CCAA has updated their on-line site; ñThe CCAA has finished the review of the adoption 
application documents registered with our office before October 31, 2007. The CCAA has finished 
the placement of children for the families whose adoption application documents were registered 
with our office before March 24, 2006. 
 Understandably, many families ask about future timelines and at Hope, we often turn to Tribo 
Services for their input and thoughts on this matter.  Tribo has informed us that they cannot and will 
not guess when future referrals might arrive, as they do not want to provide information that is not 
based on fact.  However, Tribo does anticipate that the time frame will continue to become longer 
and longer. 

 Andreas and Jana were very excited to travel to 
Friends for All Children in Thailand and be united with 

their precious son Nate. They had an amazing trip and 
rented a house for an additional few weeks so they could 
explore and experience the beautiful country and culture 
of their sonôs birth.  Best wishes to the  
family including big brother Jake! 

 News from Kazakhstan 

 
 

Spotlight on Camille 

  Ukraine Program 

 We celebrate with Kevin and Sheri on the arrival 
of their first child Gabriel. ñGabe is an awesome 
blessing for our entire family and is a sweet, active and 
noisy boy.   We were especially blessed by being able 
to see Gabe the day after he was born and to take him 
home when he was 3 days old.  He has grown and 
changed so quickly and we have enjoyed sending 
updates and pictures to his birthmom in  Florida.  We 
are so happy to have recently received a letter back 
from his birthmom and remain hopeful that she will be 
involved in Gabeôs life as he gets older.  Daily we are 
shown how good God is and what an awesome 

privilege He has given us to be Gabrielôs parents.�´ 
 

Spotlight on Gabriel 

 

 
 
 

Spotlight on Aden, Joel, Zachary & Elijah 

Ethiopia Program 

 We just know that sisters Tenesae and Ayrian 
are thrilled to have their beautiful baby brother, 
Micah, join their family.  It was a real privilege for 
Angie to have played with Micah at the transition 
home while she was visiting Addis in spring.  These 
are memories that she will always treasure.  

Welcome home Micah!   

 

 

Spotlight on Micah 
& his big sisters 

 "Our adoption path has taken 
many turns along the way, but in the 
end we have been very blessed to 
have four boys from Ethiopia join our 
family.  God's plan for us was very 
different than what we had imagined 
in the beginning, and we are amazed 
at how He worked through people and 
circumstances to bring our boys to 
us.  We are forever grateful to Hope 
Adoption Services (in particular, 
our very caring intercountry worker, 
Angie Appenheimer) for going far 
beyond their job descriptions to help 
us complete our adoption in a very 
challenging circumstance." 

 Congratulations also go to proud 
and busy parents Chad and Lori!  We are 
so happy to welcome home both you and 
your new sons; Aden, Joel, Zachary and 
Elijah, brothers to Caitlyn, Averee, and 
Chad.   

é and 
FOUR make  7 

PSALM 118:29 

   Making a Difference 

The Warm Coat Program is now taking place and for anyone who would like to donate a new or 
excellent used winter coat for the orphan children in Ukraine. Ski hats. scarves and gloves & 
mittens are also accepted.  For more information please contact Alice at 215-855-7968, New Life 
Church at 215-721-2790 or Love Cradle at 215-723-0263. 
 
Helping Philippines Typhoon Victims - There are so many areas of the world that are 
devastated by natural disaster.  This last week, many parts of the Philippines remain underwater 
after being hit by Typhoon Ketsana.  The death toll is more than 240 and a staggering 270,000, 
including potentially hundreds of new orphans, have been left stranded due to the flooding. Those 
affected are mainly the poorest of poor, who build shanties along riverways.  The Salvation Army 
has stepped in to help bring hope and relief to the many desperate, homeless people.  If you 

would like to help, call 1-800-725-2769, or visit, www.SalvationArmy.ca. Please specify the ñSouth 
Pacific and East Asia Relief Fund.ò  Together we can make a difference. 

     

OTHER SUPPORT GROUPS & RESOURCES 
 

Adoption Playgroup in the Tri-Cities There is a playgroup for adoptive families in the Tri -
Cities.  It meets the first Monday of the month for different fun activities.  It is a great chance for you to 
get to know other adoptive families in your area and for your kids to make new friends.    Email 
laura@mydogmark.com for more information.  

Single Parent Waiting and Growing Families Group meets the 3rd Sunday of each 

month at a TBD location in the Fraser Valley. Next meeting is Oct 18 1:30-3:30 p.m.  For more information 

contact Lyn Mogren at  sattva64@gmail.com or 604-537-6293 

Families with Children from Africa is open to waiting and growing families.   Email list with 

announcements about issues and events of interest to families. Occasional dinners with speakers and 

annual picnic.  For more information contact Lyn or Sarah fwcafrica@gmail.com 

Akoma is a mentoring group for African heritage children adopted into non -African heritage families.  

They meet at the Burnaby Boys and Girls Club on 518 Howard St. in Burnaby , 1-4pm the last Sunday of 

the month excluding June (3rd Sun). (No mtg. Dec, July, Aug) There is a $3.00 drop in fee.  For more 
information contact Rena Konomis at rkonomis@bcadoption.com  

Adoptive Families Association of BC The AFABC is a province-wide family service organization 

offering services to those considering adoption, in the process of adoption, those who have adopted 

or anyone touched by adoption. We encourage you to visit their website www.bcadoption.com often for 

updates on services, library, bookstore and resource information, parenting education and workshops and 
more.  They also publish an informative magazine called "Focus on Adoption" that is full of interesting and 

helpful articles.  

For More Upcoming AFABC Workshops & Events contact:   www.bcadoption.com 604-320-7330    

Interior BC - contact Dianna at dmortensen@bcadoption.com or toll free 1-866-694-1222 

�%�&�¶�V�� �:�D�L�W�L�Q�J�� �&�K�L�O�G�� �,�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q�� �6�H�V�V�L�R�Q�V��Call 1-877�±ADOPT-07 to learn more about adopting one 
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contact AFABC: 604-320-7330 email info@bcadoption.com    

When God closes a door, He opens a window. 
Important HOPE Dates  
 

Hope Services Part 1 Process Plus One -Day Seminar -  October 2, November 6 & 27th 

Part 2 Parenting Plus Three -Day Seminar -  November 18 - 20th 
 

Empty Arms & Beyond Chat Night -   Meets once a month.  Our next meeting is on 
October 7th. It will be held at the Hope Office at 7 p.m.  For more information email Mary 
Lou  hopesupports@shaw.ca   
Conference Call Chat Night �± TBD If you would like to participate or have more 
information please contact hopesupports@shaw.ca . 
 

India Meeting 1: Information on Relative Adoptions  -  Oct 6, Nov 3, Dec 1, Jan 5 

India Meeting 2: Fulfilling CARA Requirements -  Oct 20, Nov17, Dec15, Jan19 
 

NEW!! Adoption Family Facebook Group - If you are interested in joining this group 
please email Mary Lou  hopesupports@shaw.ca  
    

Donations - If you would like to donate to Hope Pregnancy and  Adoption Services and 

get a tax receipt, you may do so online.  Please go to our website www.hopeadopt.org and 
�F�O�L�F�N���R�Q���W�K�H���E�O�X�H���³�'�R�Q�D�W�H���1�R�Z�´���L�F�R�Q�� 
 
 

Hope Family Adoption Playgroup!  
  

You are invited to attend a Hope Family Adoption Playgroup.  

 It is an informal playgroup held at various houses,  

with the purpose of connecting adoptive moms.  

 It will be held on the second last Friday of every month, starting  

September 18th, from 10:00 to noon.  
  

Please email hdykstra@shaw.ca   

if you have any questions and/or if you would like to attend!  

Heather Dykstra  

�´�+�D�S�S�\���7�K�D�Q�N�V�J�L�Y�L�Q�J�µ�� 
from all of us!  

 We are thrilled to 
announce that this summer, 
Darryl and Rochelle had 
quite the adventure as they 
traveled to Ukraine to pick 
up their three year old 
daughter, Camille.  After 
staying in the country for a 
number of weeks, they  
were finally able to travel 
back home and introduce 

Camille to her 2 big sisters and big brother; Lia, 
Ian and Alannah. ñThank you for persevering in 
this journey with us, we feel truly complete with 
Camille in our family!ò 

http://www.imagineadoption.ca
mailto:angie@hopeadopt.org
mailto:Irene@mennotvl.com
http://www.mennotvl.com

